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DIPO
Dipo ji kusumi ko nɛ Dangme wɛtsohi bɔɔ ko pɛ lɛ a sɛɛ--Krobo (Klo) 
kɛ Shai (sɛ).  E ji kusum ko nɛ a peeɔ kɛ ha jokuɛ yihewi konɛ a kɛ mɛ 
nɛ sɛ yihi a mi. Ngɛ Krobo kɛ Shai ɔ, Dipo sɛmi ji kusumi ko nɛ a peɔ 
nɛ e peɔ nɔ yo ngmengmlee ngɛ o wɛtso nɛ oje mi, kɛ ngɛ o weku mi 
hulɔ. Blema, nihi nɛ a sɛ wemɛ dipo aloo a ngɔ hɔ koko a sɛ mɛ 
dipoɔ, a jeɔ mɛ we, nɛ a fieɔ mɛ kɛ je a maa mɛ a mi.

Kɛ guɔ dipo sɛmi miɔ, e ha nɛ yoɔ hetsɔɔ---Ngɛ Kloma a, Naana 
Klowɛki ji wɔ pɔtɛɛ ko nɛ a tsɛɛ. Yihi nɛ a sɛɛ mɛ dipoɔ, a yeɔ jeha 
10-14, nɛ a ngɔ ɔ jeha etɛ kɛ sɛɛ ngɛ Kloyo ɔ mi.

DIPO KPAMI SISIJE 

Ngɛ jeha 1892 miɔ, Amlaloɔ nɛ e hiɛ Gold Coast nɔ, Etsɛ Brandford 
Griffith pe mla nɛ a kɛ fie Kloli ɔmɛ kɛ je Kloyo ɔmi nɛ a po dipo sɛmi 
hu nya. Jeha babauu babe loko Konɔ Emmanuel Mate Kɔle ha nɛ a 
bɔni dipo sɛmi nɔ - jehanɔ lɛ ligbi kpaago pɛ a kɛ sɛɛ.

Blema, yihi nɛ a wa nɛ a sɛɛmɛ dipo. Se peɔ lɛɛ, a sɛɛ jokuɛwi nɛ a ye 
jeha enyɔ po dipo. Kɛ a ngɛ dipo sɛ yeɔ, e sɛ nɛ dipo yihi ɔmɛ a tsu 
nitsumi gbagblaa, nɛ e sa kaa a kaseni nɛ Wɔ yoɔ mɛ ngɛ mɛ tsɔe ɔ 
hulɔ.
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NIKOMƐ NƐ A PEEƆ NGƐ DIPO SƐMI MI 
A maa hiɛ ka o sumi lo - Proving Your Worthiness

E sisi jeɔ, a maa hiɛ ka o su dipo sɛmi mi lo. Lɔɔ ji, a maa hiɛ ka a hɔ 
ko be o he lo, aloo o je we hɔ hiɛ.

Tɛgbɛtɛ Yami - The Sacred Stone Ceremony

E nɔ ɔ ji dipo sɛmi mi nɔko nɛ maa tsuo kɛ a he woɔ mi, tsapi wekuɔ 
pɛ. Ke a hia si ngɛ henɛ Tɛgbɛtɛ ɔ ngɛɔ, a ngmɛ ɛ da si kɛ ha a Nana 
Klowɛki kɛ nimelihi tsuo. Ke a ngmɛ da a si ta a, dipo wɔ yihi ɔmɛ a 
ma ngɛ dipo yihi ɔmɛ kɛ hi Tɛgbɛtɛ ɛ nɔ si etɛ. Ngɛ hiɔ ɔ, ke hɔ ngɛ 
dipo yoɔ e ko he ɔ, e bi nyɛɛ sitemi ngɛ tɛ ɛ nɔ.

Sidami ngɛ Bɔ (Afugbɛ) bwɔmi nɔ - Standing On the Antelope Skin

Bɔ (Afugbɛ) kɛ Nana Klowɛki ngɛ hwɛ bɔmi wawɛɛ komi. Lɔ ɔ, a ha nɛ 
dipo yihi ɔmɛ a daa si ngɛ Bɔ hewomi nɔ si etɛ. Jeha nɔ seɔ, ke nɔko 
ma tsi dipo yoɔ seblɔ kɛ dipo ɔ sɛmi ɔ, e ma a jekpo.

DIPO HEDLAMI 

Dipo Wɔyihi ɔmɛ ngɛ dlami pɔtɛɛ ko nɛ a dlaa kɛ ha dipo yihi ɔmɛ: 

1. Yi si Pomi - The Shaving of the Head. A ma saa a yi kwɔse. Yihi nɛ a 
wa lɛ a peɔ e nɔ.

2. Kpa Womi - Tying of the String. A jeɔ Muɛhi nɛ a woɔ mɛ tsuo ngɛ a 
he. A woɔ kpa kɛ ha a mɛ kɛ muɛ nɛ a tsɛ ɛ kɛ Lɛɛ.
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3. Sɔni Muɔmi - Tying of the Sɔni .A muɔ sɔni kɛ ha a mɛ ngɛ a kuɛ.

4.A ha we mɛ hulɔ nɛ a wo tokota.

NIYENIHI (FOODS)
Tsapi weɔ kɛ maami nɔ hiɛmi pɛ, se dipo bemi ji benɛ e sakaa dipo 
yihi ɔmɛ a hisi kɔsekɔse nɛ mu ko nɛ ko hi a he. E nɔ ɔ he jeɔ, niyeni 
komɛ ngɛ nɛ e sɛ nɛ dipoyo nɛ e ye:

1. E sɛ nɛ a nu paip mi nyu, ja Hɔgbi Niwomi beɔ pɛ.

2. E sɛ nɛ a ye ma se niyeni hulɔ kaa Akate kɛ blɛfo nɛ a sa.

3. E sa kaa a ye Klo niyeni komɛ ka Alamua, hyɛ, joma, wuwui etc

A peɔ kusumiɔ e komɛ hulɔ. A ya a wɔ tsu ɔmɛ a nya, a laa Klama 
lahi, nɛ a bua Dipo yihi ɔmɛ a nya nɛ a tsɔ ɔ mɛ Klo nihi. Ke a gbe nya 
a, a ma wo ni hamɛ, nɛ a kɛ mɛ ma a kpa maa mi tsuo e ja kaa a pee 
Kloyo ngmengmlee.

This Article was translated into Dangme by Ike Tamatey Otu
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